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R a l p h  
a n d  R u t h 
 F i s h e r 
F o r u m
Thursday, 18 June 
Reception—5:00 
Keynote Address—5:45–7:30 pm
Friday, 19 June, 8:30 am–5:45 pm
Saturday, 20 June, 9:00 am–5:30 pm
University of Illinois 
Levis Faculty Center, Third Floor 
919 W. Illinois, Urbana, IL 
Keynote Address 
Thursday, June 18—5:45 pm
Europe–Asia, Coast to Coast
Stephen Kotkin,  
Princeton University
Russian, East EuRopEan, and EuRasian CEntER
Russia’s Role in Human 
Mobility: Historical and 
Contemporary Perspectives
Free and open to the public.
Organizers:
John Randolph, History, University of Illinois
Eugene Avrutin, History, University of Illinois
Russian, East European, and Eurasian Center, University of Illinois
spOnsOrs: 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
Ralph and Ruth Fisher Endowment
International Programs and Studies
Center for Advanced Study
U.S. Department of Education Title VI Program
The Program for Jewish Culture and Society
European Union Center
Russian, East European, and Eurasian Center • University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign • 910 S Fifth Street • Champaign, IL 61820 • 217.333.1244 • reec@illinois.edu • www.reec.illinois.edu
participants:
Prof. Shaiyrkul Batyrbaeva, Department of History, Kyrgyz National University in the name of Zh. Balasagyn, Bishkek
Dr. Alexandra Bekasova, Institute for the History of Science and Technology, RAS, St. Petersburg
Prof. Elena Gapova, Department of Sociology, Western Michigan University
Prof. Robert Geraci, Department of History and Director, Center for Russian and East European Studies, University of 
Virginia
Prof. Andrew Gentes, School of History, Philosophy, Religion and Class, University of Queensland, Brisbane
Faith Hillis, Department of History, Yale University 
Prof. Chia Yin Hsu, Department of History, Portland State University
Prof. Daniel Kaiser, Department of History, Grinnell College
Prof. Eileen Kane, Department of History, Connecticut College
Dr. Gijs Kessler, International Institute of Social History, Moscow Office
Prof. Diane Koenker, Department of History, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Prof. Matthew Light, Center of Criminology, University of Toronto
Prof. Anne Lounsbery, Department of Russian & Slavic Studies, New York University
Prof. Olaf Mertelsmann, Institute of History and Archaeology, University of Tartu
Prof. James Meyer, Montana State University, NEH Fellow-Istanbul
Prof. Leslie Moch, Department of History, Michigan State University
Prof. Sarah D. Phillips, Department of Anthropology, Indiana University, Bloomington
Prof. Pavel Polian, Department of Economic and Social Geography, Institute of Geography, RAS, Moscow
Prof. David Ransel, Department of History, Indiana University
Prof. Andreas Renner, Department of Eastern European History University of Cologne
Prof. Anatolii Remnev, Department of Russian History before the 20th Century, F. M. Dostoevsky State University, Omsk
Prof. Benjamin Frithjof Schenk, Department of History, University of Munich
Prof. Lewis Siegelbaum, Department of History, Michigan State University
Prof. Mark Steinberg, Department of History, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
Prof. Charles R. Steinwedel, Department of History, Northeastern Illinois University
Prof. Willard Sunderland, Department of History, University of Cincinnati
Prof. Elena Tyuryukanova, Director, Migration Research Center Moscow, Moscow
